BOOK REVIEWS a schematic (p. 107) for CPAP in infants which is potentially lethal.
For a quick reference manual, description of histoplasmosis and berrylliosis hardly seem fitting and detailed descriptions of drug treatment with dosages unnecessary. The use of ethyl alcohol in pulmonary oedema, 0.45% nebulised saline in heated humidifiers, CO~ in cerebrovascular accidents and tracheal lavage following gastric aspiration do not seem applicable today.
This book offers little to medical graduates but would be of some value to nurses doing post graduate courses in intensive care.
The Management of the Acutely Ill, 1976.
Edited J. P. Payne and D. W. Hill. Chartridge Symposium Series Peter Peregrinus Ltd. 177 pages, 215 x 140, £10.50. This volume is the proceedings of a symposium held in 1976 on various aspects of intensive care.
The first scction is devoted to Selection and Transport, and while the papers do not provide any great depth or new information they are interesting, practical and very readable.
The second two sections arc devoted to specific problems such as burns, tetanus and asthma. Both papers and discussion are distinguished by their practicality, and seem more in line with Australian practice than many of the recent American monographs on Intensive Care. The paper on Neonatal Intensive Care unfortunately only discusses patients with transposition of the great vessels.
The final section is devoted to organisation and planning and is well presented and interesting and illustrates that the doubts and difficulties regarding establishment and maintenance of intensive care units are not confined to Australasia.
While this book would be of little value as a teaching or reference book, it would be read with interest and pleasure by anyone actively interested in intensive care.
MALCOLM FISHER.
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